O B S 

Love rigid honcAy 

And Ariel obfcrvance of impartial laws. Refcommn. 

Obse'rvant. adj. [ obfervans , Latin.] 

1. Attentive; diligent; watchful. 

Thefe writers, which gave themfelves to follow and imi¬ 
tate others, were obfervant fc&ators of thofe mafters they ad¬ 
mired. Raleigh's Hijlory of the World. 

Wandring from dime to clime obfervant Aray’d, 

Their manners noted, and their Aatcs furvey’d. Robe. 

2 . Obedient; rcfpedtful. 

We are told how obfervant Alexander was of his mafter 
Ariftotle. Digby on the Soul , Dedieat. 

3. Refpectfully attentive. 

She now obfervant of the parting ray. 

Eyes the calm fun-fet of thy various day. Pope. 

4. Meanly dutiful; fobmiffive. 

How could the mod bafe men attain to honour but by 
fuch an obfervant flavifh courfe. Raleigh. 

Obse'rvant. n.f. [ This word has the accent on the firfi 
fyllable in Shakefpeare.] A flavifh attendant. Not in ufc. 

Thefe kind of knaves in this plainncfs. 

Harbour more craft, and more corrupter ends, 

Than twenty filky ducking obfervants 

That Aretch their duties nicely. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

Observation, n.f. [ obfervatio , from obfervo , Lat. obferva- 
tion , Fr.] 

1. The a£t of obferving, noting, or remarking. 

Thefe cannot be infofed by obfervation , bccaufe they are 
the rules by which men take their firft apprehenfions and 
obfervations of things; as the being of the rule mud be be¬ 
fore its application to the thing dire&ed by it. South’s Serm. 

The rules of our pradtice arc taken from the conduct of 
fuch perfons as fall within our obfervation. Rogers. 

2. Notion gained by obferving; note ; remark ; animadverfion. 

In matters of human prudence, we fhall find the greateft 
advantage by making wife obfervations on our conduit, and 
of the events attending it. IVatts's Logick. 

Observa'tor. n.f. [obfervateur, Fr. from obfervo, Lat.] One 
that obferves ; a remarker. 

The obfervator of the bills of mortality, hath given us 
the beft account of the number that late plagues have fwept 
away. Halt’s Origin of Mankind. 

She may be handfome, yet be chafte, you fay,— 

Good obfervator , not fo faft away. Dryden. 

Obse'rvatory. n. f. [ obfervatoire , French.] A place built 
for aftronomical obfervations. 

Another was found near the obfervatory in Greenwich Park. 

Woodward on FoJJils. 

To OBSE'RVE. v. a. [ obferuer , Fr. obfervo , Latin.] 

1. To watch; to regard attentively. 

Remember, that as thine eye obferves others, fo art thou 
tbferved by angels and by men. Taylor. 

2. To find by attention ; to note. 

If our idea of infinity be got from the power we obftrve 
in ourfelves, of repeating without end our own ideas, it may 
be demanded why we do not attribute infinity to other ideas, 
as well as thefe of fpace and duration. Locke. 

One may obftrve them difeourfe and reafon pretty well, 
of feveral other things, before they can tell twenty. Locke. 

3. To regard or keep religioufly. 

A night to be much obferved unto the Lord, for bringing 
them out of Egypt. Ex. xii. 42. 

4. To obey ; to follow. 

To Obse'rve. v. n. 

1. To be attentive. 

Obferving men may form many judgments by the rules of 
fimilitude and proportion, where caufes and effedts are not 
entirely the fame. Watts’s Logick, 

2. To make a remark. 

Wherever I have found her notes to be wholly another’s, 
which is the cafe in fome hundreds, I have barely quoted the 
true proprietor, without obferving upon it. Pope’s Lett. 

Observer, n. f. [from obftrve.~\ 

1. One who looks vigilantly on perfons and things; clofe remakcr. 

He reads much ; 

He is a great obferuer ; and he looks 

Quite thro’ the deeds of men. Shakefp. Jut. Ceefar. 

Angelo, 

There is a kind of character in thy life, 

That to th’ obferuer doth thy hiftory 

Fully unfold. Shakefpeare’s Mcafure for Mtafure. 

Careful obferuers may foretel the hour. 

By fure prognoftics when to dread a fhow’r. Swift. 

t. One who looks on; the beholder. 

If a flow pac’d Aar had Aol’n away. 

From the obferuer ’s marking, he might Aay 
Three hundred years to fee’t again. Donne. 

Company, he thinks, leffens the fliame of vice, by (haring 
it; and therefore, if he cannot wholly avoid the eye of the 
obferuer , he hopes to diAradt it at Icaft by a multiplicity of 
objects. South’s Sermons. 
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3. One who keeps any law or cuAom ot prtdHce 

Many nat.ons arc fuperflitious, and diligent obU ' 
old cuftoms, which they receive by continual trafc * 
their parents, by recording of their bards and chroSes™® 

The king after the vidory, as one that had'been^b^ 
der a devout mother, and was in his nature a great ^“ n ‘ 
-of religious forms, caufed Te Deum to be folenudvZ^ 
the prefence of the whole army upon the place 7 c S m 
He was fo Arid! an obferuer of his word, that no cZf 
ration whatever could make him break it. p • 

Himfelf often read ufeful difeourfes to his fervent* ^ 
Lord’s day, of which he was always a very Aridt and ft? ^ 
obferuer. Atterb • emn 

Obse'rvincly. adv. [from obferving.] Attentively 

There is feme foul of goodnefs in things evil ’ • 

Would men obfcruingly difiil it out. Shakefp U„. 
Obsession, n.f. [ objejfio , Latin.] JP-nanjV. 

1. The adt of befiging. 

2. The firfi attack of Satan, antecedent to poflVffion. 
nRSf'TC a dj ■[ohftdionali s, Lat.] Belonging to a %. jy ul 
OBSOLETE, adj. [ objdetus , Lat.] Worn out of ufe- xi 

ufed ; unfafliionable. ’ u ‘ 

Obfolcie words may be laudably revived, when either th«r 
are more founding, or more fignificant than thofe in pracliti 
,,,, ., . , ... Dryden’s Jteuenal Did 

What if there be an old dormant Aatutc or two a»ir# 
him, are they not now obfotete? | !r 

Obsoleteness, n.f. [ from obfolete. ] State of being 2 
out of ufe j unfafliionablenefs. 

Obsta'cle. n. f. [ objlacle , Fr. obflaculum, Lat.] Somethin* 
oppofed ; hindrance; obArudtion. 4 

Confcience is a blufhing ftame-fac’d fpirit, 

That mutinies in a man’s bofom: it fills 
One full of objlacles. Shakefpeare’s Rich. Ifl 

If all objlacles were cut away, 

And that my path were even to the crown, 

As the ripe reverence and due of birth. Shakef R. M 
Difparity in age feems a greater objlacle to an intimati 
fricndfoip than inequality of fortune. For the humours, bu- 
finefs, and diverfions, of young and old, are generally very 
different. Collier on FriendJUt. 

Some conjedures about the formation of fand-ftonc, 4 
origin of mountains and iflands, I am obliged to look into 
that they may not remain as objlacles to the lefs Ikilful. 

Woodw. Nat. Hijl. 

What more natural and ufual objlacle to thofe who tic 
voyages, than winds and Aorms. p t p,, 

Obstetrica'tion. n.f. [from objletricor, Lat.] The office 
of a midwife. 

Obste'trick. adj. [from eb/letrix, Lat.] Midwifilh; befit¬ 
ting a midwife; doing the midwife’s office. 

There all the learn’d fhall at the labour Aand, 

And Douglas lend his foft objletrick hand. DunciaA , b.re. 
O'bstinacy.w. f. [ objlination , Fr. objlinatio , Lat. from objlinate.] 
Stubbomnefs ; contumacy ; pertinacy ; perfiAency. 

Chufing rather to ufe all extremities, which might drive 
men to defperate objlinacy , than to apply moderate remedies. 

King Cbarlu. 

MoA writers ufe their words loofely and uncertainly, and 
do not make plain and clear deductions of words one from 
another, which were not difficult to do, did they not find it 
convenient to Aielter thcir’ignorance, or objlinacy, under the 
obfcuricy of their terms. Lock. 

What crops of wit and honeAy appear. 

From fpleen, from objlinacy, hate or fear. Pope’s Ef 
O'BSTINATE. adj. [obflinatus, Lat.] Stubborn ; contuma¬ 
cious; fixed in refolution. Abiblutely ufed, it has anillfenfe; 
but relatively, it is neutral. 

The queen is objlinate. 

Stubborn to juffice, apt t’ accufe it, and 

Difdainful to be try’d by’t. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Yield, 

Except you mean with objlinate repulfe. 

To flay your fov'reign. Sboke/f. 

I have known great cures done by objlinate refolutioii' of 
drinking no wine. Tempt. 

Her father did not fail to find 
In all Arc fpoke, the greatnefs of her mind; 

Yet thought Aie was not objlinate to die. 

Nor deem’d the death fhc promis’d was fo nigh. Dntien. 

Look on Simo’s mate; r .. 

No afs fo meek, no afs fo obftinate. -i\ "• 

O'bstinately. adv. [from objlinate.] Stubbornly; inncxi’yi 
with unfhaken determination. . . 

Pembroke abhorred the war as ebjlinatily, as he o' 
hunting and hawking. Clarendon, 

A Greek made himfelf their prey, 

T’ impofc on their belief, and Troy betray; 

Fix’d on his aim, and objlinately bent 
To die undaunted, or to circumvent, 
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Addifon. 


Obstipa'- _ J . - - - 

Obstreperous. [objlreperus, Lat.] Loud ; clamorous ; 
noify; turbulent ;. vociferous. . . 

Thefe objireperous fcepticks are the banc of divinity, who 
are fo full of the fpirit of contradiction, that they raife daily 
new difputes. „ HowePs Vocal Fore/l. 

Thefe obJlreperousvWhmsfhout, and know not for what they 

make a node. .. D V d *- 

The players do not only connive at his objireperous appro¬ 
bation, but repair at their own coA whatever damages he 
makes. Addifon’s Spectator, N*. 235. 

Obstreperously, adv. [from objireperous.'] Loudly ; cla- 
moroufly; noifily. 

Obstre'perousness. n. f. [ from objireperous. ] Loudneis ; 
clamour; noife; turbulence. 

Obstruction’, n.f. [ from objlrtfus, Latin.] Obligation; 
bond. 

He hath full right t’ exempt 
Whom fo it pleafes him by choice, 

From national oljlriclion. Milton’s Agonijles. 

To OBSTRU'CT. v. a. [objlruo, Lai.] 

1. To hinder; to be in the Way of; to block up; to bar. 

He them beholding, foon 
Comes down to fee their city, ere the tow’r 
Objlrut 7 Heav’n-tow’rs. Milton’s Paradife Lojl. 

Fat people are moA lubjcct to wcaknefs in fevers, becaufe 
the fat, melted by die fcveriAi heat, obf.rufts the fmall canals. 

Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2. To oppofe ; to retard. 

Obstru'cter. n.f. [from elJlruR.] One that hinders or 
oppofes. 

Obstruction, n.f. [objlruilio, Lat. obJlfuRion, Fr. from ob- 
JlruSl.] 

2. Hindrance; difficulty. 

Sure God by thefe difeoveries did defign. 

That his clear light thro’ all the world Aiould Ihine ; 

But th zobjlrufiicn from that difeord fprings. 

The prince of darknefs makes ’twixt ChriAian kings. Denh. 

2 . ObAacie; impediment; that which hinders. 

All objlruftions in parliament, that is, all freedom in differ¬ 
ing in votes, and debating matters with reafon and candour, 
muA be taken away. King Charles. 

In his winter quarters the king expected to meet with all 
the cbftrueiions and difficulties his enraged enemies could lay 
in his way. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Whenever a popular affembly free from obJlruRions, and 
already poffcffed of more power than an equal balance will 
allow, fhall continue to think that they have not enough, I 
cannot fee how the fame caufes can produce diAerent effects 
among us, from what they did in Greece and Rome. Swift 

3. [In phyfick .1 J ' 

The blocking up of any canal in the human body, fo as to 
prevent the flowing of any fluid through it, on account of the 
incrcafcd bulk of that fluid, in proportion to the diameter of 
the veffcl. a ; 

4. In Shakefpeare it once fignifies fomething heaped together! 0 * 

Aye but to die, and go we know not where • 

To lie in cold objlrut;ion, and to rot; 

This fenfible warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod. Shakefpeare’s Meafure for Mcafure 

Obstructive, adj, [objlrufiif Fr. from cbjlrufl.j Hindering 
caufing impediment. J 

Having thus feparated this doctrine ef God’s predetermin- 
mg afl events from three other things confounded with it, it 
will now be difcermblc how noxious and objlruftive this doc¬ 
trine is to the fuperflrufting all good life , 

Obstructive, n.f. Impediment; obLle ^ 

The fccond Ubjlruflive is that of the fiduciary, that faith 
•sthc only mfirument of his juAification, and excludes good 
works from contributing any thing toward it > 

O'bstruent. adj. [objlrucns, Lat] Hindering M T” W ’ 

Obstupefa'ction. n.f. [ohjlupefacio, Latin 6 ] Thela^f 
inducing Aupidity, or interruption of the mental powers 

°S3K£?£S; 

1. 1 o gain; to acquire; to procure 

May be that I may obtain children by her „ • 

Wc have obtained an inheritance * T\ XV| ’ 2 - 

Whatever once is denied them, they are rrr, V' K 1 *• 
obtain by crying. ^ arc certainly not to 

. J he Juices of the leaves are obtained by exornffif '***'””- 
« th C nutn«,us fombu LJff gi 

Arbut/mot on Aliments, 
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2. To impetrate; to gain by the conceflion of excited kindnefa 

of another. . , 

In fuch our prayers cannot ferve us as means to obtain the 
thing we defire. Hooker, b. v. f. 48; 

By his own blood he entered in Once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. Heb. ix. 12. 

If they could not be obtained of the proud and crafty ty¬ 
rant then to conclude peace with him upon any conditions. 

Knolles’s Hijlory of the Turks. 
Some pray for riches, riches they obtain ; 

But watch’d by robbers for their wealth are Aain. Dryden. 
The conclufion of the Aory I forbore, becaufc I could not 
obtain from myfelf to fhew Abfalom unfortunate. Drydens 
To Obtai’n. v. n. 

1. To continue in ufe. 

The Theodolian Code, feveral hundred years after Juf- 
tinian’s time, did obtain in the weAcrn parts of Europe. Bak. 

2 . To be eAabliflicd. 

Our impious ufe no longer fhall obtain. 

Brothers no more, by brothers, fhall be flain. Dryden. 
The fituation of the fun and earth, which the thcoriA fup- 
pofes, is fo far from being preferable to this which at prefent 
obtains, that this hath infinitely the advantage of it. Woodw. 

The general laws of fluidity, elafficity, and gravity, obtain 
in animal and inanimate tubes. Cheyne’s Phil. Prin. 

3. To prevail; to fucceed. 

There is due from the judge to the advocate, fome com¬ 
mendation where caufes are fair pleaded ; efpecially towards 
the fide which obtaineth not. Bacon. 

Obtainable, adj. [from obtain.] To be procured. 

Spirits which come over in diAillations, mifcible with wa¬ 
ter, and wholly combuAible, are obtainable from plants by 
previous fermentation. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Obta'iner. n.f. [from obtain.] He who obtains. 

To Obte'mperate. v. a. [obttmperer, Fr. obtempero , Lat.] To 
obey. Dill. 

To Obte'nd. v. a. [ obtendo, Lat.] 

1. To oppofe ; to hold out in opposition. 

2. To pretend ; to offer as the reafon of any thing. 

Thou doA with lies the throne invade, 

Obtcnding Heav’n for whate’er ills befal. Dryden , 

Obtenebra'tion. n.f. [ob and tenebree, Latin.] Darknefs; 
the Aate of being darkened ; the adtof darkening ; doudinefs! 

In every megrim or vertigo, there is an obtenebration joined 
with a femblance of turning round. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. 

Obte'nsion. n.f. [from obtend.] The adt of obtending. 

To Obte'st. si. *. [obtejlor, Latin.] To bcfeech; to fop- 
plicate. r 

Suppliants demand 

A truce, with olive branches in their hand j 
Obtejl his clemency, and from the plain 
Beg leave to draw the bodies of their flain. Dryden. 

ObtestaTion. n.f. [obtejlatio , Lat. from obtejl.] Supplica¬ 
tion ; entreaty. J 1 ‘ 

0 cdumny A T10N * ^ obtre£l °* Lat -J Slander; detra&ion ; 

To OBTRU DE. v. a. [obtrudo, Latin.] To thruA into any 
place or Aate by force or impoAure ; to offer with unreafon- 
able importunity. 1 

tta ' ,ho thi "B th 'y Ihun doth follow 
them, truth, as itwere, even ,blruii H itfclf into their know- 

wo 3 d be n0 ‘ ' h£m “ bc r ° iS" 0 ™' » "hey 

r,? 

^ps.r.a.cr.i setAs-Je 

of acurfe, .mperiouAy obtruded upon CoT^dhis church ? 

In vlin 7 ft0 H Uldft th ° U thcn 6btrude this diligence 
In \ain, where no acceptance ir mn ? »^t 

Whatever was not by them thnnerhr er Milton. 
by us be obtruded on or forml im h neceflary, muA not 

. AcaufeofcomL”'!™^ «"*»• 

1; 1 s « w|-in 6 Tsiit; 

ar* wi '' " ot '« - SL 3 SBSL ll 


Whether thv great forefathers came 
.Y'fphtio's nu, 


Locke. 


F«fo conjeaures „*„'„rdXSe:"“ n ’ Ei 

n. .. . fr ° m ,h y. p ,imc ' 1 "tin conclude 
. ' °™'^»h,ruder. 

as wdl - 

Boyle. 

Oitru'jxon. 
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